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1

AFAR City Guide - Sydney, Australia

OVERVIEW OF SYDNEY

Surrounded by spectacular harbor and beachfront, Sydney is one of the world’s most stunning 
cities, taking travelers face-to-face with rare plants and animals and pristine beaches and 
forests. But this beauty has brains, too, which visitors experience in the form of cracking 
cultural attractions, locals-centric events, and innovative dining and drinking. The city’s 
temperate climate means that Sydneysiders love spending time outdoors, whether they’re 
playing in the waves or drinking coldies (cold beer) on a bar patio. In short, Sydney will 
welcome you in; she might just never let you go.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

GET ACTIVE IN SYDNEY

BONDI BEACH

Australia’s most famous beach has played many roles 
throughout history. In 1907, a group of local swimmers became 
the world’s first lifeguards; during World War II, it was fortified 
by barbed wire and iron stakes; and over the last few decades, 
it has become a play land for international backpackers. More 
recently, the bohemian surf hood has morphed into a lively 
dining and shopping hub, with restaurants ranging from 
standbys like Sean’s Panaroma to the friendly burger joint 
Bonditony’s to Italian favorite Da Orazio Pizza and Porchetta, 
opened by Icebergs Dining Room owner Maurice Terzino. (Don’
t miss the pool and sauna at Icebergs either.) Once fed, check 
in at the QT Hotel, shop along Gould Street, and walk the 

stunning Bondi to Coogee coastal path.

SOMETHING SPECIAL IN SYDNEY

https://www.afar.com/travel-guides/australia/sydney/guide
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SOMETHING SPECIAL IN SYDNEY

Take a trip Down Under to Australia’s gateway state, New 
South Wales, home to the iconic city of Sydney. With its 
picturesque harbor and stunning beaches blending 
intoxicatingly with a world-class, bustling city, Sydney is the 
perfect snapshot of Australia. With the iconic Opera House 
alongside the Sydney Harbour Bridge, the city will impress you 
with its overwhelming views and skyline. With the city’s 
neighborhoods, beaches and famous landmarks offering a 
fascinating taste of quintessential Aussie lifestyle, Sydney has 
much to offer its visitors by way of exciting new adventures. An 
exhilarating Bridge Climb shows amazing views of the city and 
harbor. Take to the waves, Aussie style, with a surfing lesson 

on one of the world’s most renowned beaches, Bondi. Get intimate with Sydney on a walking tour 
of The Rocks, a visit to the Fish Market, or dinner at one of the city’s famed restaurants. Visitors 
can also indulge in a memorable cruise along Sydney Harbour onboard a luxury yacht with a 
glass of fine Australian wine–the ultimate way to wind down any Sydney day. For something 
special, visit Sydney between May and June, when colored lights illuminate the city during Vivid 
Sydney. A city-wide spectacular where neighborhoods light up at night, this interactive festival has 
become a highlight for locals and visitors alike. A real treat is watching the Opera House’s 
changing colors and textures from the harbor, a show unlike any other in the world. —Swain 
Destinations

ICEBERGS POOL, SYDNEY

The famous ocean pool at Bondi Beach has been luring 
swimmers since 1929. Today, a dip and visit to the sauna costs 
$6.50. A bistro serves post-swim refreshments. 1 Notts Ave., 
Bondi Beach, 61/(0) 2-9130-4804. This appeared in the August
/September 2013 issue.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

https://www.afar.com/travel-tips/get-active-in-sydney
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STANDOUT SYDNEY MARKETS

EVELEIGH FARMERS’ MARKET, SYDNEY

Every Saturday, more than 70 stalls fill the Eveleigh Railyards 
with regional produce, artisan breads, cheeses, jams, fresh 
coffee, and flowers. ￼￼243 Wilson St., Eveleigh, 61/(0) 2-
9209-4735. This appeared in the August/September 2013 
issue. Image: Petrina Tinslay

FOR SHOPPERS AND SIGHTSEERS ALIKE

The Rocks is undoubtedly one of Sydney's most beautiful 
areas. Follow George Street until the very end and it’s almost 
like you’ve stepped back in time—there are cobblestones under 
your feet, quaint stores to browse, and great pubs to visit. One 
of the best experiences you can have in Sydney is to visit the 
Rocks Markets, especially on Friday nights during spring and 
summer for the Rocks Markets by Moonlight. The warmer 
months in Sydney are the most exciting; pair them with all the 
beauty of the famous Harbour Bridge, Opera House and this 
historic hub and you’ve got the best version of this amazing city. 
There are stalls offering everything from handmade gifts and 
sweets to unique jewelry and fashion, but the atmosphere is set 

off by all of the other quirks that you would never have expected—puppeteers and magicians 
roaming the crowd, dozens of people young and old wearing headphones and dancing at a silent 
disco, musical performances and pet displays with some of the most enormous cats and rabbits 
you’ve ever imagined. All of this set among historic buildings and Sydney’s oldest sites makes for 
a truly unique experience indeed.

SURRY HILLS MARKET, SYDNEY

On the first Saturday of the month, locals shop for vintage 
apparel and antique home decor at this flea market. Intersection 
of Crown and Collins Streets, Surry Hills. This appeared in the 
August/September 2013 issue.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

https://www.afar.com/travel-tips/standout-sydney-markets
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MORE IDEAS FROM AFAR

LIGHTHOUSE AT SOUTH HEAD

The Hornby Lighthouse at South Head on the peninsula near 
Mrs. Macquarie's Point is a great place to witness the 
magnificence of the Sydney Harbor and southern point of 
entrance into Jackson Bay and ultimately the harbor from the 
Tasman Sea. I had the luxury of a private tour with a local 
friend. She advised that we pit stop here for a photo op. I'm 
glad we did.

VISTA POINT OF SYDNEY HARBOR

Mrs. Macquarie's Chair is a breathtaking vantage point from 
which to see Sydney's beautiful harbor in its entirety. The chair, 
carved of sandstone, is famously significant for being the vista 
point of Elizabeth Macquarie, wife of the governor of New South 
Wales in the 19th century. Legend has it that she'd sit and 
watch the ships roll in and admire the views of the harbor in its 
day. Unfortunately, the day I visited the skies were overcast, 
though this didn't diminish from the beauty of the Opera House 
and Harbor Bridge in the distance.

LAVENDER BAY, SYDNEY

Once called Hulk Bay after the prison ship that was moored 
here, the Sydney suburb is now known for stately homes and 
amazing harbor views. This appeared in the August/September 
2013 issue.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

https://www.afar.com/travel-guides/australia/sydney/guide?=&force_search=true
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PLAN YOUR TRIP WITH AFAR

Save content from across AFAR.
Organize what you need into a trip plan.

Access it anywhere.

PLAN MY TRIP

CRUISE

CRUISE NAME SAIL DISEMBARK

 Noordam
 Holland America Line

5:00 PM
Sat Feb 01, 2020
Sydney, Australia

7:00 AM
Thu Feb 13, 2020
Auckland

DURATION CATEGORY CABIN

13 Days

CRUISE STOP ARRIVAL DATE DEPARTURE DATE

At Sea Sun Feb 02, 2020

Hobart Mon Feb 03, 2020 - 08:00 AM Mon Feb 03, 2020 - 11:00 PM

At Sea Tue Feb 04, 2020

At Sea Wed Feb 05, 2020

Milford Haven Thu Feb 06, 2020 - 08:00 AM Thu Feb 06, 2020 - 09:00 AM

Cruising Fiordland National Park Thu Feb 06, 2020

Port Chalmers (Dunedin) Fri Feb 07, 2020 - 09:00 AM Fri Feb 07, 2020 - 06:00 PM

Akaroa Sat Feb 08, 2020 - 07:00 AM Sat Feb 08, 2020 - 06:00 PM

Picton Sun Feb 09, 2020 - 10:00 AM Sun Feb 09, 2020 - 08:00 PM

Wellington Mon Feb 10, 2020 - 08:00 AM Mon Feb 10, 2020 - 05:00 PM

Napier Tue Feb 11, 2020 - 07:00 AM Tue Feb 11, 2020 - 02:00 PM

Tauranga (Rotorua), New Zealand Wed Feb 12, 2020 - 08:00 AM Wed Feb 12, 2020 - 07:00 PM

 
Notes - Australia & New Zealand

First came the Aborigines, 50,000 years ago; then 759 British convicts, followed by a wave of military 
settlers known as the Rum Corps. The result: Sydney's bold, egalitarian charm. History, opera, opals 
and koalas are all here. Sample shore excursions: Cruising Sydney Harbour; Harbour Bridge Climb 
& The Rocks; A Touch of Aussie Wildlife.

https://www.afar.com/saveplango
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 SUN 
FEB

2
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 At Sea Sun Feb 02, 2020

 MON 
FEB

3

Hobart, Tasmania, Australia 

 

FEB 3, 2020
ARRIVES 08:00 AM
DEPARTS 11:00 PM

Tasmania, once the butt of many jokes, is finally cool. The little Australian island is home to stunning 
landscapes, old-growth forests and exceptional local produce. Lording over all this goodness is 
Hobart, the island’s creative capital. Although its remoteness might once have made it feel provincial, 
the city has truly come into its own in recent years. It’s got one of the world’s best museums of 
contemporary art, vibrant markets, a cosmopolitan dining scene and eclectic music festivals. It’s also 
achingly beautiful, with a natural harbor setting and rugged Mount Wellington looming in the 
background.

 

The city is compact enough to easily explore on foot. Start at the sandstone area of Salamanca 
Place with its hip galleries, artist studios and bustling cafés and bars, and then roam the quaint 
streets of Battery Point, one of Hobart’s oldest neighborhoods. Immerse yourself in nature at the 
gorgeous Botanical Gardens or head out of town to learn more about Tasmania’s dark—but 
fascinating—past. Fuel up on the freshest seafood straight from the Southern Ocean down at the 
waterfront, or feast on gourmet Tassie produce at one of the many excellent restaurants in town. 
Whatever you choose to do, we promise you won’t be bored.

 
City Blurb
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City Blurb

The harbour city of Hobart offers sophisticated living and world heritage natural wilderness. A city 
of contrasts, history abounds in Australia's most southerly capital. Her charming beauty and warm 
welcome will lead you again and again to her shores.

 
District Guide

Amazingly diverse and stunningly beautiful,  sits at the foot of  and on the Hobart Mount Wellington
banks of the . A city of contrasts, and Australia's smallest and most southerly city, Derwent River
Hobart offers sophisticated nightlife and  wilderness within a geographically World Heritage
compact area. Settled by the British in 1803, Hobart's convict heritage remains evident in the 
architecture, with many preserved Georgian and Victorian buildings. An increased demand for 
inner-city living has seen recent growth of townhouse and apartment-style developments. 

Central Hobart & The Queen's Domain

Here, the ambiance of yesteryear blends with today's conveniences. Stroll around the business 
district and enjoy the charms of the  animated clock, or visit the Cat and Fiddle Arcade's oldest 

 in Australia. To the north lie the  and theatre (Theatre Royal) Botanical Gardens Government 
. In close proximity is the sporting center of Hobart, the , home of the House Queen's Domain

aquatic, tennis and athletics centers. 

The Waterfront & Salamanca

Dominant in early days, the  has enjoyed a resurgence of popularity in the past years. waterfront
Many sandstone buildings, such as  and , Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery Parliament House
reflect the area's historical roots. This is a popular dining and nightlife area with sidewalk cafes 
and restaurants intermingled with galleries, craft and gift shops. On Saturday,  Salamanca Place
transforms into the legendary .  is the finishing point for sailors in the Market Constitution Dock
Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. 

Battery Point

A short walk from  is the historic suburb of , originally home to the Salamanca Battery Point
whalers and mariners of Hobart Town. Original charm remains as tiny cottages and grand 
mansions interweave into one enchanting suburb. Many of the houses in this slice of history are 
National Trust listed and are fine examples of sandstone building. Whilst largely residential, the 
area also offers a myriad of antique shops, restaurants, cafes and pubs, and some exquisitely 
restored accommodation. 

Mount Wellington

Bushwalkers and photographers are rewarded by the views from the summit of Hobart's famous 
. A great way to explore the mountain is by foot on one of its many tracks. Snow is backdrop

commonplace in winter, and possible in summer. To warm up, call in for a drink at Australia's 
oldest brewery, , where the beer is made using water from the mountain.Cascade

Southern Suburbs

The  area includes towns such as , , and . At  Kingborough Kingston Margate Snug Woodbridge
discover all that the undersea realm has to offer, at the Marine Discovery Centre. A ferry from 
Kettering across the  will take you to beautiful , where you D'Entrecasteaux Channel Bruny Island
will encounter rainforest and wetland areas, sandy beaches and native wildlife. This is a favorite 
holiday destination for Tasmanians keen to take advantage of pursuits such as fishing, diving, 
swimming and even camel riding. 

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/388070
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185197
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246014
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/245185
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191298
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185246
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185246
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/173378
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246171
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246171
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185228
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/150048
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/239701
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183726
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183742
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183824
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183726
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185161
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185197
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185197
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183806
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229873
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229871
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229881
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229784
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229868
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229879
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/884992


Your Travel Concierges info@2ytc.com page 9 of 42
855-410-2255 (office)

swimming and even camel riding. 

Huon Valley

Waterways, wilderness, arts and crafts feature prominently in the . The majority of Huon
Tasmania's fruit is produced here and roadside stalls offer bargains. Access to the Hartz 

 with its Alpine heathlands, dolerite ranges and glacier-carved lakes is Mountains National Park
through this valley. The Park has the distinction of being the closest  to any World Heritage Area
capital city in Australia. , with their magnificent limestone formations, are also Hastings Caves
located nearby.

Northern Suburbs

Once a working class area,  has been transformed into a gastronomic delight with its North Hobart
restaurant strip offering a diverse selection of cuisines. Further north,  is home to Glenorchy
venues such as the  and the .  hosts The Entertainment Centre Showgrounds Elwick Racecourse
Hobart Cup, Tasmania's premier horse race.

Eastern Shore

Journey across the  to the Eastern Shore and , home of international Tasman Bridge Bellerive Oval
cricket matches. Bellerive is another riverside suburb, and meandering around  is Bellerive Village
a boardwalk that provides an idyllic scene for a . This side of the Derwent Summer Jazz Festival
features some of Hobart's best beaches including , <  and . It is also the Seven Mile Clifton Carlton
gateway to the beautiful , and the .Tasman Peninsula Port Arthur Historic Site

East Coast & Richmond
Spectacular coastlines and pristine beaches are commonplace on this coast where pursuits such 
as swimming, fishing, surfing, diving, sailing, walking and horse-riding are popular. Tasmania's 
cool climate is ideal for wine-making, and Richmond is a premier location for vineyards which 
welcome cellar door sales and tastings. Richmond is a truly historic village with Australia's oldest 

,  and oldest postal building. It has retained the charm of a bygone bridge oldest Catholic Church
era with slate and sandstone buildings, and there are many craft shops and galleries.

Derwent Valley

To the north lie the golden hopfields. Vineyards, trout fishing and nature reserves are all on offer. 
You can even feed the fish at the oldest southern hemisphere hatchery at Salmon Ponds. 
Tasmania is one of the last temperate wilderness areas in the world and there is no better 
illustration than at scenic  with its breathtaking waterfalls, ski fields and Mt Field National Park
excellent walking tracks through rainforests, many ideal for the novice bushwalker. The South 

 lies further to the west. West World Heritage area

The grand old city of Hobart offers both locals and visitors a unique combination of a leisurely and 
laid-back lifestyle with striking landscapes, unspoiled wilderness and clean waterways. This city 
will charm with its beauty and delight with the warmth of its welcome.

 
Historical Background

A handsome city flanked by the tranquil waters of the , Hobart has a spectacular Derwent River
backdrop in . Amidst the bustle of a modern city are  classified Mt Wellington National Trust
buildings, ensuring the preservation of much old-world charm and a palpable sense of history. 

In 1642 Abel Tasman made landfall while seeking trading opportunities for the Dutch East India 
Company. He named the region Van Diemen's Land after a high-ranking official in the Company. 

Much later, this was changed to Tasmania in honor of the explorer. Between 1772 and 1793 

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240380
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185855
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185855
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/245185
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191992
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240643
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240278
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/212928
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/184381
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229221
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/239537
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/225019
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240281
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183469
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/225022
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/225021
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/225020
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/243772
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198627
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/244425
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/244425
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/225046
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185800
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/244426
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/244426
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246014
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185197
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/186428
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Much later, this was changed to Tasmania in honor of the explorer. Between 1772 and 1793 
Bruni d'Entrecasteaux and Huon de Kermadec explored the coast naming the  and Huon River
Bruny Island, Captain Bligh, of "Mutiny on the Bounty" fame, and Captain James Cook anchored 
in , which can be seen from the . An explorer by the name of John Adventure Bay Resolution Road
Hayes named the . Derwent River

 The original inhabitants of Tasmania had been indigenous to the island for more than Aborigines
20,000 years when Europeans arrived. They greeted explorers with distant tolerance until it 
became evident that their land was under threat, and then retaliated. The Governor reacted in 
turn, with an order sanctioning forcible action. Permission was granted to local settlers to shoot 
Aborigines on sight. Sanctioned killing and programmes of relocation, combined with disease and 
the destruction of traditional hunting grounds, led to the tragic annihilation of the Aboriginal 
population. In this dark history, the last full-blooded Aborigine, Truganini, died in 1876. 

 In 1803, afraid of the interest the French were showing, a British party was sent to Settlement
establish a colony. The settlement was to be called Hobart, named after Robert Hobart, the British 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. A site was chosen on the eastern bank of the river where the 
town of  now stands. At the same time, Captain David Collins was sent to Port Phillip Bay Risdon
in Victoria, but quickly decided that the place was unsuitable for settlement and pressed on to 
Van Diemen's Land, arriving in 1804. He immediately took charge and moved everybody to 

, where he founded Hobart Town. The settlers were constantly under threat from Sullivan's Cove
starvation and raids by bushrangers. It was soon found that wheat thrived in the areas around 
Richmond and < , and by 1817, excess produce was being exported to Sydney. Sorell

 The worst criminals, repeat offenders and unmanageable prisoners were sent to penal Convicts
settlements in Van Diemen's Land. It was the perfect penal colony, because a huge labor force 
was required to establish the settlement and inaccessibility and wildness ensured isolation and 
security. The worst of the worst were sent to , established in 1830. Port Arthur Penal Settlement
Escape was virtually impossible as very few convicts could swim, and sharks lurked in the 
surrounding waters. The narrow isthmus at Eaglehawk Neck was easily guarded by dogs and by 
strategically positioned military outposts, an example of which still stands at the Eaglehawk Neck 

. Other sites steeped in incarceration history are the  and Historic Site Richmond Gaol Island 
 Building, originally used as a women's prison. It was not until 1853 that the Produce

transportation of convicts ceased. 

 From 1820 the township blossomed from a mixture of settlers' huts and rural land Flourishing
into an ordered and well-planned town. The area known as , which today Queens Domain
includes the , was commissioned for the Governor. A number of mansions were Botanic Gardens
built around this precinct, including  in  (circa 1836). New industries such Runnymede New Town
as the  (1824), with its "wedding cake" Victorian façade were also established, Cascade Brewery
and in 1837 Australia's oldest theatre, the  was built. Theatre Royal

 Named after the battery of guns built on the point in 1818,  was Battery Point this historic precinct
originally farmland, but by 1850 the area developed into a mariners' village, with shipowners living 
side by side with sailors and artisans. Recently, historic homes in this area have been restored as 
tourist accommodation. The ,  and Gattonside Heritage Accommodation Battery Point Guest House

 are prime examples.  on Arthur Circus is a lovingly restored mariners' Ascot Quince Cottage
cottage and the  still operates as a public house. Restaurants are also popular Shipwright's Arms
in the area.

 In the colony a flourishing sea trade and ship-building industry revolved around Salamanca
warehouses on . These buildings, built between 1835 and 1860, represent the Salamanca Place
best sandstone Georgian warehouses remaining in Australia. A visit to galleries such as 

 or  and fine dining institutions give the visitor a view of Salamanca Arts Centre Handmark Gallery
the warehouses from the inside.  offers an equally impressive view of the Salamanca Market
exterior. The  have always been a Hobart focal point, originally used for trade, and are docklands
now the heart of the city's festivals and celebrations.  is the hub of the Sydney Constitution Dock

to Hobart Yacht Race festivities (first raced in 1945-1946) and is also a venue for the Hobart 

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240691
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/238863
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191063
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246014
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/230570
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/241023
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229779
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198627
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198623
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198623
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185235
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183833
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183833
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185228
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/173378
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/186415
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240642
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183806
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185246
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185161
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/179242
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/161571
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/157494
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/295585
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181049
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183726
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176349
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/186653
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183742
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183824
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to Hobart Yacht Race festivities (first raced in 1945-1946) and is also a venue for the Hobart 
Summer Festival. 

 The depression hit Tasmania hard, but a thriving mining industry made it The 20th Century
bearable. Despite difficult economic times, new enterprises such as Cadbury's Chocolate Factory 
were established. In 1964 the  was opened, connecting both banks of the river, Tasman Bridge
and in 1973 Australia's first casino, , was built. The magnificent beauty of the Wrest Point
southwest wilderness was added to the  List in 1983, making Tasmania the World Heritage
greenest Australian state with over 40 percent of its area devoted to parks. In 1995 the Aboriginal 
Land Act was passed, returning twelve significant sites back to the descendants of the original 
Aboriginal inhabitants. 

A visitor to Hobart can expect to meet history face to face. It is there in the stones and mortar 
used to create it. Take a walk through , visit Richmond or just wander the main Battery Point
streets to be transported to another time.

 
Getting There/Around

Getting There:

+61 2 6393 5550 http://www.regionalexpress.com.au/) Virgin Blue (+ 61 7 3295 2296/ http://www.
virginblue.com.au/)

International Airlines:

Air China ( https://www.airchina.us/) Air New Zealand (+1 800 262 1234/ http://www.
airnewzealand.com) Air Pacific (+679 672 0888/ http://www.airpacific.com/) American Airlines ( +1 
800 433 7300/ http://www.aa.com ) Australian Airlines (+ 1300 799 798/ http://www.
australianairlines.com.au) British Airways ( +1 800 247 9297/ http://www.british-airways.com ) 
Japan Airlines ( +1 800 525 3663/ http://www.japanair.com ) Lufthansa ( +1 800 645 3880/ 
http://www.lufthansa.com ) Qantas ( +1 604 279 6611/ http://www.qantas.com ) Thai Airways (+1 
800 426 5204/ http://www.thaiair.com/) United ( +1 800 241 6522/ http://www.ual.com ) Virgin 
Atlantic ( +1 800 862 8621/ http://www.virgin-atlantic.com)

Sydney's Kingsford Smith Airport (+61 2 9667 9111/ http://www.sydneyairport.com.au ) is 
Australia's premier gateway providing direct service and connections to several domestic and 
international destinations from 34 international and 7 domestic airlines including:

Air Canada (+61 1 300 655 767/ http://www.aircanada.ca ) Air China ( +61 2 9232 7277/ 
http://www.airchina.com.cn ) Air France ( +61 1 300 361 400/ http://www.airfrance.com ) Air New 
Zealand (+61 13 24 76/ http://www.airnewzealand.com.au ) Air Pacific ( +61 1 300 799 066/ 
http://www.airpacific.com ) Air Paradise (+61 1 300 799 066/ http://www.airparadise.com.au ) 
Alliance Airlines (+61 1 300 130 092/ http://www.allianceairlines.com.au ) Australian Airlines (+61 
1 300 799 798/ http://www.australianairlines.com.au ) British Airways ( +61 2 8904 8800/ 
http://www.british-airways.com ) China Airlines +61 2 9244 2121/ http://www.china-airlines.com ) 
Emirates (+61 1 300 303 777/ http://www.emirates.com ) Hawaiian Airlines ( +61 2 9244 2377/ 
http://www.hawaiianairlines.com.au ) Japan Airlines ( +61 2 9272 1111/ http://www.jal.co.jp ) 
Korean Air ( +61 2 9262 6000/ http://www.koreanair.com ) Pacific Blue ( +61 13 16 45/ http://www.
pacificblue.com.au ) Qantas ( 13 13 13/ http://www.qantas.com ) United Airlines ( 13 17 77/ 
http://www.ual.com ) Virgin Atlantic ( +61 2 9244 2747/ http://www.virgin-atlantic.com )

By Cruise Ship:
Cruise Tasmania (http://www.cruisetasmania.com/bookings.html) Spirit of Tasmania (I, II, III) 

(https://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/). A shuttle bus operated by TassiLink Coaches transports 

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/239537
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191326
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/245185
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185161
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(https://www.spiritoftasmania.com.au/). A shuttle bus operated by TassiLink Coaches transports 
passengers sailing on Spirit of Tasmania I, II and III. Call +61 1300 653 633 for details.

:Getting Around

By Air
Hobart International Airport (HBA)
+61 3 6216 1600
https://hobartairport.com.au/

Rental Car companies include:
Avis ( + 61 3 9338 1800/ http//:www.avis.com.au ) Budget ( + 61 3 9338 6955 /http//:www.budget.
com.au ) Europcar (+ 61 3 9241 6800/ http://www.europcar.com.au) Hertz ( + 61 3 9338 4044/ 
http://www.hertz.com.au) Thrifty (+61 3 9241 6100/ http//:www.thrifty.com.au) Campervans Online 
(http://www.campervansonline.com/)

Taxi Services include:
Maxi Taxi Services

By Ferry:
Maria Island Ferry (+61 0427 100 104; http://www.parks.tas.gov.au/natparks/maria/access.html) 
Bruny Island Ferry (+61 6273 6725)

By Public Bus:
Tassielink Regional Coaches (http://www.tigerline.com.au/tassielink.htm) Redline Coaches 
(http://www.redlinecoaches.com.au/) Mersey Link Bus Service (http://www.merseylink.com.au/)

 
Dining and Drinking

Ever since Captain Bligh (yes, he of the infamous Bounty) planted the first apple tree, Tasmania 
has been known as the "Apple Isle." Apples are still an important export industry but visitors are 
often delighted to discover other outstanding food and drink during their stay. With some of the 
cleanest air and water in the world, a temperate climate and rich soils, quality seasonal produce is 
readily available. Plump asparagus is ready in November while berries and stone fruits span the 
summer months. Autumn is heralded by varieties of mushrooms, quinces, apples and pears 
difficult to find anywhere else. Such abundance, along with a thriving aquaculture industry means 
that restaurateurs need not go far to source ingredients for creative menus. Indeed, truffles, olive 
oil and game meats are now becoming as justifiably famous as Tasmanian salmon, abalone and 
cheese. Wine is produced all around the state. The Taste of Tasmania is a celebration of this food 
heritage. 

 Although there are restaurants in the city centre, the culinary culture of Hobart Close to the City
rotates around three distinct precincts.  and the  are both within easy Salamanca Place waterfront
walking distance of town.  is a little further out. North Hobart

Salamanca offers the casual diner much choice. The sandstone buildings, former shipping 
warehouses, now accommodate most of the restaurants, cafes and bars. Restored to maintain 
their sense of history they also offer contemporary ambience. Sunny lunchtimes see many 
enjoying  fare on the pavement. The Saturday  has many casual food stalls. Inside Maldini's Market
the sheltered , a reclaimed quarry with a piazza feel,  is a popular al Square Machine Laundry Cafe
fresco spot.  sizzles and no pub crawl is complete without a visit to Salamanca's Cafe Bar Irish 

 for a glass or ten of Irish beer. Murphy's

The  is synonymous with , finishing line of the famous yacht race. The waterfront Constitution Dock

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/369492
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183726
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240643
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/175534
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183742
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/238901
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/150100
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/189218
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198500
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198500
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183824
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The  is synonymous with , finishing line of the famous yacht race. The waterfront Constitution Dock
three piers that make up this precinct spoil the diner for choice. The Murray Street Pier complex is 
home to Sisco's and Waterline. Across the road, the Customs House Hotel is popular with crews 
from visiting yachts. On Elizabeth Street Pier enjoy sublime fish and chips at . Further Fish Frenzy
along at Victoria Dock, with their boats moored alongside, Mure's is a Hobart landmark. The 

 and  restaurants serve only the freshest of catches. The nearby fish Upper Deck Lower Deck
punts offer more casual fare. The  beckons across the boats from Hunter Street. Drunken Admiral
Tapas lovers should book into Rockerfellers. In an area rich with eating places, these are but a 
few. 

 With restaurants and galleries opening almost daily,  is Beyond the City Centre  North Hobart
cosmopolitan and interesting. The  and  are popular drinking places Republic Queen's Head
offering good food and entertainment. A strong ethnic influence is well served by , Vanidol's

,  and . Lovers of Italian food will not be disappointed by Annapurna Saigon Kitchen Taste of Asia
Casablanca. Mit Zitrone, justifiably award winning, has the owner-chef using daring food 
combinations for sublimely innovative meals. A little further west in , true food lovers New Town
should treat themselves to the  experience, where Tasmanian produce is treated with care Lebrina
and respect and where the wine list is extensive. 

Although these areas house many restaurants, fine dining experiences can be had elsewhere. 
Many of the cottages of have metamorphosed into restaurants. Battery Point Ristorante Da Angelo
and  also reflect the heritage of this lovely area. Walking the crooked Jackman and McRoss
streets truly takes the visitor back in time, and after enjoying the beauty of the architecture and 
sweeping river views, a drink at The  is refreshing. French provincial cooking Shipwright's Arms
and marvellous murals make  in  worth a visit. A little to the east of the Le Provencal South Hobart
city is the university suburb of , also home of  complex. Sandy Bay Wrest Point Casino The Point 

 offers dining by day or night with stunning views and a little further east, the Revolving Restaurant
view from Mt Nelson is also spectacular and can be enjoyed from the . Signal Station Restaurant

 Lower production quantities have kept Tasmanian wines a secret from Wine, Beer & Spirits
many but their excellence cannot be ignored. Vineyards surround the city, and the climate is 
especially suited to varieties such as Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris and Riesling. Award-winning sparkling 
and Pinot varieties can be sampled from . Include lunch and a trip to the Moorilla Estate Museum 

 for a wonderful day out. The beautiful  is home to of Old and New Art d'Entrecasteaux Channel
and many smaller vineyards, which welcome a visit with a prior phone call. The Hartzview 

 is an ideal starting point for a wine itinerary. Tasmanian Wine Centre

High on the hill in  is the famous . Many around the globe consider South Hobart Cascade Brewery
Cascade to be one of the great beers of the world. The secret must be in the purity of the 
mountain water and the quality of the hops grown in the Derwent Valley. 

When it was known as Van Diemen's Land, Tasmania boasted 22 distilleries. Today, Australia as 
a nation only has three--all here. Perhaps it's that water again!  uses local products Lark Distillery
such as native pepper berry and apples to create memorably unique liqueurs.  also Hartzview
produces fruit liqueurs. 

No visitor leaves Hobart without remarking on the variety, quality and affordability of Tasmanian 
food and wine. With Australian cuisine considered to be one of the world's most exciting, close 
examination will reveal that many of the ingredients come from this little island. These 
internationally renowned products tasted on their home soil are indeed memorable.

 
Entertainment

City dwellers love to have fun, and have been doing so in  since the very earliest days. Hobart

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183824
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/149985
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198468
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176270
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/190135
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240643
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/154851
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181023
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/166613
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198465
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/172393
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176262
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240642
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/148766
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185161
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/154824
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176259
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181049
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176277
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240615
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240256
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191326
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176341
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176341
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/159219
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/202308
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/710883
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/710883
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/229879
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185852
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/239697
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240615
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183806
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/195268
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185852
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/388070
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City dwellers love to have fun, and have been doing so in  since the very earliest days. Hobart
Wapping was once a notorious area close to the docks, and if the walls of the  Theatre Royal
could speak, there would be tales of bawdy music halls with sailors and whalers in the audience. 
More refined evenings would have seen the gentry enjoying performances of famous actors, and 
over the years the theater has become a well-loved venue on the international circuit. Today, 
Wapping has been reclaimed as a desirable address, and the theater still stands proud, the oldest 
in Australia. The theatrical tradition remains strong, but whether your taste runs to theater, 
orchestral music, bands, cinema or clubbing there will be an activity to suit.

Nightlife

Whether seeking a casual drink or a sophisticated night out, you will not be disappointed. A pub 
crawl will likely include  for some blarney, and the Customs House Hotel, awash Irish Murphy's
with visiting sailors. The  at the  offers a relaxed meeting spot Atrium Hotel Grand Chancellor
overlooking . In , the  has been serving sailors and Victoria Dock Battery Point Shipwright's Arms
locals since the early 1800s. An authentic theme pub, this is always a great place to call in for a 
drink. Also, the numerous bars of  offer everything from tinkling piano to day Wrest Point Casino
and night sport. 

Tasmania, being a creative state, has many singer-songwriters, artists and bands who prefer to 
stay and work here rather than head for the bright lights of bigger cities. Pubs and clubs give 
them a good hearing. The  is one supporter of local talent. The  in New Sydney Republic North 

 has poetry readings and other literary events, as well as live music. Nearby, the Hobart Queen's 
 has music gigs, sometimes featuring interstate artists. For some of the best free music in Head

town, wander the length of . Enjoy buskers, a lively Chilean band or tinkling Salamanca Market
harp and Irish pipes. Those on a small budget wanting to catch a star, should watch out for gigs 
at the . For really big names, the  is home to University of Tasmania Derwent Entertainment Centre
extravaganzas and the  entertainment complex offers great entertainment.Wrest Point Casino's

Those who love the wee small hours will find plenty of action. If visiting , play the Wrest Point
tables, dance the night away or have a drink at the  bar until very late. Birdcage

Hobart boasts a proud gay and lesbian community. A Gay and Lesbian Visitor Guide is available 
at the . The rainbow symbol will flag a welcome, but not all gay-friendly Visitor Information Centre
cafes or bars will display this. Enjoy a night out at places like  and the .T42 Flamingos Dance Bar

Theaters & Cinemas

The Theatre Royal Subscription Programme includes drama, dance and opera. The amateur 
theater scene is strong, with the  Theater offering challenging programmes, and the Playhouse

 is wonderfully intimate. Also, the Terrapin Puppet Theatre has a reputation as Peacock Theatre
one of the country's finest, and tours internationally. 

Lovers of art house films head to the  where they can sip wine or coffee as they State Cinema
watch. Seasons can be short, however, so it is wise to catch any film early in its run, lest it be lost 
to video forever! 

Concerts & Festivals

Cooler climates tend to foster creativity. Hobartians are fiercely proud of the Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestra. Seasons are well attended and the move to the  Federation Concert Hall
has enhanced its reputation. The free programme includes Symphony under the Stars each 
February and other free concerts are held during the year. The Conservatorium of Music also has 
occasional free lunchtime concerts. 

The arrival of the yachts in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race in late December, heralds the 
Hobart Summer Festival. A Taste of Tasmania is an important part of this two month festival, 
which concludes with the Royal Hobart Regatta. Autumn sees the cars of Targa Tasmania 
rallying around the State, and in spring, gardens come into their own with the Tulip Festival and 

Blooming Tasmania. An Arts Festival, Ten Days on the Island, is held every two years, and the 

https://cityseeker.com/hobart/388070
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185246
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198500
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198502
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/157508
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240252
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/185161
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181049
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191326
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/154831
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/154851
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240643
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/240643
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181023
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181023
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/183742
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/246169
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/212928
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191326
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/191326
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/198492
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/186432
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/181043
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/1124128
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/212915
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/176349
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/205887
https://cityseeker.com/hobart/230549
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Blooming Tasmania. An Arts Festival, Ten Days on the Island, is held every two years, and the 
Readers' and Writers' Festival sees the award of Oceania's richest literary prize. Cultural life is 
richly served by many activities. Hobart, Australia's other harbor city may be small in size, but 
visitors will be delighted by all there is to offer.

Outdoor Recreation

Hobart is famous for its fantastic cruises to Bruny Island, while kayaking and canoeing activities 
are not uncommon either. The Tasman Island Cruise offers a chance to view incredible wildlife 
along with outstanding coastal spectacles.

 
Fun Facts

Hobart 

State/Province: Tasmania 

 Australia Country:

Hobart By The Numbers
Population: 225,000 
Elevation: 8.5 meters / 27.9 feet 
Average Annual Precipitation: 56.9 centimeters / 22.4 inches 
Average January Temperature: 17.4ºC / 63.3ºF 
Average July Temperature: 8.6ºC / 47.5ºF 

Quick Facts
Electricity: 240 volts, 50Hz, angled two and three pin plugs 

Time Zone: GMT+10 

Country Code: 61 

Area Code: 03 

Did You Know?
Hobart is the second oldest city in Australia, second only to Sydney. 

The Antarctic operations of both Australia and France are in Hobart, last stop from Australia to the 
frozen continent. 

Orientation
Hobart located on the southern end of Tasmania on an inlet of the Tasman Sea next to Mt. 
Wellington. Hobart is located about 160 kilometers (99 miles) south of Launceston.
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CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Hobart 8:00 AM
Mon Feb 03, 2020

11:00 PM
Mon Feb 03, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS

The capital of Tasmania, Hobart lies along the Derwent River and is dominated by the breathtaking Mount 
Wellington. Stroll the harbor side docks to browse artist studios, relax at a local café, and visit the Tasmanian 
Museum and Art Gallery. Nearby, sample the famous wines of Coal River Valley or view the magnificent 
cliffs of Port Arthur. Sample shore excursions: Hobart Vistas & Botanical Garden; Bonorong Wildlife Park; 
Colonials and Convicts.

 TUE 
FEB

4
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 At Sea Tue Feb 04, 2020

 WED 
FEB

5
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 At Sea Wed Feb 05, 2020

 THU 
FEB

6

Milford Sound, New Zealand 
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Milford Sound, New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 08:00 AM
DEPARTS 09:00 AM
ACCESS TO SHORE LIMITED TO SHORE EX

Milford Sound, or Piopiotahi (its name in Maori), sits on the west coast of New Zealand's South 
Island and was first called the Eighth Wonder of the World by none other than Rudyard Kipling, who 
had seen some pretty wonderful places. As you sail up the 15-kilometer-long (nine-mile-long) sound, 
with soaring snow-topped peaks looming above—the tallest reaches an altitude of 1,517 meters 
(4,977 feet)—you'll understand Kipling's enthusiasm.

 

Although it is called a sound, it is technically a fjord—a narrow inlet created by glacial erosion over 
thousands of years. While its geological history is long, its human history is not. It is believed that the 
Maori first explored the sound, and the rest of the area that is now part of Fiordland National Park, 
around 1,000 years ago; Captain Cook followed in 1770. But neither Maori nor Europeans created 
permanent settlements of any significance, and the land was pristine when Fiordland National Park, 
New Zealand's largest national park, was established in 1952. While many walking trails cross the 
park, the most breathtaking views are arguably those from the water, with the sheer rock faces 
looming above your ship as you sail through this majestic landscape.

CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Milford Haven 8:00 AM
Thu Feb 06, 2020

9:00 AM
Thu Feb 06, 2020

 

Cruising Fiordland Natl Park 
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Cruising Fiordland Natl Park 

 

CRUISING ONLY, SCENIC CRUISING SUBJECT TO WEATHER
Every year, visitors flock to New Zealand in search of landscapes straight out of Middle Earth. They 
find what they're looking for in Fiordland National Park, on the southwestern coast of the South 
Island. This stunning 12,000-square-kilometer (4,633-square-mile) park encompasses mountains, 
lakes, fjords and rain forests. The area was once the home of Maori hunters; later, European whalers 
established small settlements here. But mostly, this region has seen a notable lack of human 
activity—the steep peaks and wet landscape deterred all but the hardiest people. That changed 
around the end of the 19th century, when travelers discovered the beautiful scenery of Fiordland. 
The national park was formally established in 1952.

 

Countless plant and animal species find a haven here. Among the park's rare birds is the flightless 
takahe, thought for decades to be extinct until it was spotted in the area in 1948. The natural 
wonders continue offshore: Seals, dolphins and whales frequent these waters.

CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Cruising Fiordland National Park Thu Feb 06, 2020
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 FRI
FEB

7
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Port Chalmers (Dunedin) 9:00 AM
Fri Feb 07, 2020

6:00 PM
Fri Feb 07, 2020

 
Port Chalmers (Dunedin), New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 09:00 AM
DEPARTS 06:00 PM

Much of New Zealand feels like England, by way of Polynesia. There are a few exceptions, though, 
such as the town of Akaroa, a former French settlement, and the distinctly Scottish city of Dunedin, 
named after the Scottish Gaelic name for Edinburgh. After Dunedin was founded in 1848, city 
surveyor Charles Kettle attempted to impose Edinburgh's New Town grid plan on the growing city. 
But the Otago Peninsula's hilly landscape proved challenging—for evidence, note that Dunedin has 
one of the world's steepest streets (Baldwin Street). The volcanic remnants around the harbor make 
for a dramatic backdrop.

 

Dunedin's prominence during the gold rush in the late 19th century resulted in many grand Victorian 
and Edwardian buildings. Thanks to the beautiful University of Otago (the country's oldest), there's a 
large student population to keep the city vibrant and modern. But Dunedin's heritage is always 
proudly on display: The magnificent Dunedin Railway Station and Larnach Castle have been 
restored to their full glory, and the fascinating Toitu Otago Settlers Museum provides a glimpse into 
the lives of early residents. Outside the city, the Otago Peninsula is lined with scenic beaches and 
home to rare birdlife like the royal albatross and yellow-eyed penguin.

Akaroa (Christchurch), New Zealand 
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 SAT 
FEB

8

Akaroa (Christchurch), New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 07:00 AM
DEPARTS 06:00 PM

With a distinctly continental flair, which stands out against the country's Maori roots and British 
colonial history, Akaroa is New Zealand's only town to have originally been established by the French 
and is the oldest European settlement on the South Island. French settlers first arrived in 1840 only 
to discover that the British had been granted dominion of the country after the Treaty of Waitangi, but 
the French remained and left their mark. The long harbor of Akaroa sits along the Banks Peninsula, 
about 80 kilometers (50 miles) south of Christchurch, sheltered by the crater of an extinct volcano. 
The bays surrounding the village have an especially high degree of biodiversity, including the largest 
colony of little penguins on New Zealand's mainland and the only natural habitat of Hector's dolphin, 
the smallest and rarest of that mammal family. The region's volcanic history also makes for dramatic 
geological formations, bucolic high-country farms and dazzling blue waterfronts. Should you stay 
within the picturesque town, you can stroll the historic  , marveling at the colonial architecture, rues
enjoying the French-inspired and Kiwi-made cheeses and wine, and soaking up the stunning scenery.

 
City Blurb

The Garden City delights in its Englishness, flaunting all the traditional architecture and pastimes. 
The Avon River meanders through the city, but just beyond in the Southern Alps playground, 
Christchurch reveals its true adventurous spirit.

 
District Guide

Over 150 years ago some hardy English settlers scrambled up the steep slopes of the  Bridle Path
to the summit of the Port Hills and looked down on their new home, a vast stretch of unattractive 
muddy swampland. It must have been a discouraging sight after such an arduous journey. Those 
early settlers would be amazed if they were to stand at the same vantage point today. The 

swamps have been drained and the water now runs to the sea through two orderly rivers, the 

https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/198660
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swamps have been drained and the water now runs to the sea through two orderly rivers, the 
Avon and the Heathcote, while houses have filled vast flat areas and are steadily climbing the 
hills.

Nowadays few people arrive on sailing ships, most fly into Christchurch International Airport. On a 
fine day they enjoy a panoramic view of the city, lying on the edge of the Canterbury Plains; 
bound to the east by the Pacific coastline, to the south by the hills of , and to the Banks Peninsula
west by the mountains of the Southern Alps. As the plane circles lower, newcomers can see the 
expansive , and the reason why  is lauded as the 'Garden City' is evident Hagley Park Christchurch
with a view of trees, parks and gardens, and some high-rises. 

Central Business District

The city's Anglican heritage is evident in , the heart of the city. One block west Cathedral Square
of "The Strip" follows the Avon River along , offering visitors cafes by day Worcester Boulevard
and clubbing by night. Cuisine styles are multi-hued, and range from Egyptian to Asian to Pacific 
Rim. 

Taking a tram is a pleasant way to see the western CBD, including the  and Canterbury Museum
 and the expansive  next to 's golf course and Christ's College Botanic Gardens Hagley Park

various sports fields.

Experience the spectrum of entertainment at the , with nearby specialist Christchurch Casino
shops and restaurants. The tram journey ends under the Spanish facade of . New Regent Street

Further south, you will discover an eclectic mix of restaurants, art galleries, bookshops, and a 
variety of churches, from the traditional to the more lively Pentecostals.  offers South City Centre
upmarket clothing and department stores, footwear, wine, antiques and other specialty stores.

West Christchurch

West of Hagley Park, Riccarton is best known for its large indoor shopping facility, Westfield 
. Two early settlers' homes and some original native forest can be seen here at Deans' Riccarton

Bush. The historic, early 20th Century Antonio Hall mansion lies in Upper Riccarton, and has 
been designated a heritage site. Further west is the University of Canterbury's Ilam campus with 
its world-renowned rhododendron gardens that flower in October and November. The 

 on the grounds of the historic , opens Christchurch Farmers' Market Riccarton House and Bush
every Saturday from 9a onward, and is a fascinating avenue for local shopping.

Hornby, a small residential suburb on Christchurch's western brink, has cinemas and is the site of 
November's annual Agricultural and Pastoral Show where country comes to town for three days. 
It is also home to the Air Force Museum of New Zealand.

NorthChristchurch
Merivale is a fashionable suburb with cafes, designer clothing and a growing reputation for 
antiques. To the northwest,  offers waterslides and picnic facilities. Golfers Jellie Park Aqualand
can visit . To the northeast, Christchurch Golf Club claims to be among the Russley Golf Course
best in New Zealand and borders on Horseshoe Lake Reserve. 

SouthChristchurch
At Addington, the  offers a multi-sport facility and  CBS Canterbury Arena Addington Raceway
hosts the prestigious New Zealand Trotting Cup. Head up through Cashmere on to the Port Hills 
where you can walk and mountain bike along various tracks, or hang-glide. The Christchurch 

 gives 360 degree views of the Southern Alps, Canterbury Plains, down to the thriving Gondola
port of Lyttelton and across to . Christchurch's premier science museum, Diamond Harbour

, which was located in the city center prior to the February 2011 earthquake, has Science Alive
moved to this area, and continues to mete out invaluable information about science and 
technology.

East Christchurch

https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/182653
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/175181
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/388073
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/170101
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/176289
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/69697
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/158560
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/69721
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/175181
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/68902
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/170103
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/167644
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/167675
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/167675
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/808597
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/68947
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/163125
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/176458
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/175547
https://cityseeker.com/christchurch/259900
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East Christchurch
The suburb of Linwood is a very old part of town, and is home to the . Eastgate Shopping Centre
Further east, the suburb of Bromley is mostly made up of a host of cemeteries and parks, located 
not far from the Avon Heathcote Estuary.

Sumner District
A peaceful suburb with a windswept coast , Sumner is a favorite summer swimming spot. On 
Clifton Hill, the Buckleys Bay Scenic Reserve looks out to the Kaikoura mountains. Further east, 

 offers surfers a superb point break. Various walks begin in the area, notably to Taylor's Mistake
the old WWII gun emplacements on , while  provides Godley Head Ferrymead Historic Park
graphic insights of life in a bygone era. 

Outlying Areas
Canterbury is renowned for its wines. A drive around Banks Peninsula to the early French 
settlement of  brings you to , as well as a variety of cafes, Akaroa French Farm Winery
accommodation, walks and harbor attractions. Forty minutes north is the Waipara district and a 
cluster of wineries with dining facilities, including  and Pegasus Bay Winery & Restaurant Waipara 

. Award winning wines proliferate in the area, so be sure to make time to enjoy them. West

And in keeping with true Canterbury pioneering spirit, head towards the Southern Alps and check 
out the numerous ski fields and all the action adventure tours of the Southern skies, rivers and 
harbors.

 
Historical Background

Christchurch (Otautahi) is a paradox. Spreading outwards from the brown shoulders of the Port 
Hills, with the sea to one side and the Southern Alps in the distance, it is a typically colonial city of 
wisteria-decked verandahs and wide streets. Its many old stone buildings, tree-filled parks and 
meandering streams give Christchurch the air of an English town—just as the city's founders had 
intended. Indeed, the London-based Canterbury Association envisioned Christchurch as an 
English utopia in the South Pacific. They planned an orderly, tiered society (the first settlers had 
to brandish a reference from an English vicar attesting to their "sobriety and respectability"), with 
an aristocracy and the Church of England as its head, and an underclass of artisans and minions 
to serve them. They named their fledgling city after an Oxford college (Christ Church) and laid it 
out like an English city, complete with a Cathedral, University and a boys' school, , Christ's College
modeled on Eton. 

This orderly existence was a far cry from the ravages of the Maori civil war in the early 19th 
Century. Maori people (chiefly the Ngai-tahu tribe) had occupied the Canterbury area for several 
centuries prior to the European arrival. However, by the time European settlement began in the 
1840s, around 500 Maori remained in Canterbury. Their numbers had been decimated first by the 
tribal wars and then by raiding parties from the North Island. Most notably the army of Te 
Rauparahan, who ransacked Kaiapohia Pa (village), north of present-day Christchurch, and 
Onawe Pa, in Akaroa Harbour, Banks Peninsula in 1832. 

In Maori legend,  is a pile of mountains heaped by Maui, upon a marauding Banks Peninsula
giant. But when Captain James Cook sighted this curiously-shaped landform from the Endeavour 
on February 17, 1770, he famously mistook it for an island, which he named after the ship's 
botanist, Joseph Banks. Sealers and whalers frequented the deep harbors of the peninsula during 
the following 70 years, but it was not until 1839 that the first settlers began hacking a living out of 
its rough hill country. A French colony was established at  in 1840. But the British, sensing Akaroa
the impending loss of the South Island to French interests, sent a frigate into Akaroa Harbour to 
hoist the Union Jack over Banks Peninsula. When French settlers aboard the Compte-de-Paris 
arrived at Akaroa on August 19, 1840, they discovered that the British had pre-empted them by 
seven days. The British, however, granted them the right to stay in Akaroa where they flourished, 
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arrived at Akaroa on August 19, 1840, they discovered that the British had pre-empted them by 
seven days. The British, however, granted them the right to stay in Akaroa where they flourished, 
creating a community which still retains its French flavor. 

By 1848, preparations were underway for the arrival of the first four ships of the Canterbury 
Association at . Land in Canterbury had been purchased from local Maori, a site Lyttelton Harbour
for Christchurch, with quarter-acre sections available at £25 each. This land was surveyed and a 
Bridal Path over the Port Hills was constructed. 

Though the lofty ideals of the Association, and its talented, rather despotic leader, John Robert 
Godley, foresaw an Anglican promised land peopled by an English elite, they were pragmatic 
about the need for practical, self-reliant people in the new colony. Presbyterians had already been 
farming at  for six years, Scottish shepherds were at work in the hills and many of Riccarton Bush
the settlers arriving from Australia had cast off the class system, and in some cases, their chains! 

The first of the four ships, the Charlotte Jane, sailed into Lyttelton Harbour on December 16, 
1850, followed a few days later by the Sir George Seymour, the Randolph and the Cressy. The 
scattered buildings, muddy tracks and lone jetty—where Pilgrim's Rock now stands—presented a 
less than romantic impression to the settlers. Further, having crossed the Bridal Path and 
descended to , where a ferry crossed the Heathcote River, the first settlers found little Ferrymead
in the way of civilization at Christchurch. 

But in less than a year, Charlotte Godley was able to write of "tidy and weather-tight" houses, and 
"gardens and cultivation all the way along" Riccarton Road. Christchurch was becoming a town. 
Long streets intersected with the Avon River which was widened and straightened to enhance its 
beauty. The first Anglican church, where St Michael's and All Angels stands today, was opened in 
July 1851, and New Zealand's first railway, the Christchurch-Ferrymead line, began operations in 
1863. 

Settlers flooded into Canterbury and the economy boomed. The  and the Heathcote and Estuary
Avon rivers provided navigable waterways into the city. Between 1850 and 1867, 240 vessels 
plied the river trade. In 1860 alone, goods worth £700,000 entered the Estuary. Fueled by 
products, especially wool, from the vast farmlands of Canterbury, Christchurch grew into a 
prosperous commercial city. Municipal architects such as BW Mountfort and FW Petre set about 
designing a city built to last. Stout stone buildings—the , the former Provincial Council Chambers
Canterbury University and the —constructed of stone hewn from Hallswell Canterbury Museum
Quarry, began to replace the wooden structures of the early town.  and the Hagley Park Botanic 

 were also formed. Along the Avon, the  were one of several Gardens Antigua Boatsheds
commercial enterprises catering for the city's leisure time. The Christchurch  Tramway Company
began operations in 1893, providing public transport to the suburbs, including Sumner. 

Throughout the 20th Century, Christchurch grew and thrived. The city's founders may have 
dreamed of a conservative community, but in recent decades Christchurch has matured into a 
relaxed, cosmopolitan city. 

One symbol of Englishness that will endure is the Avon. Originally christened The Shakespeare 
but re-named after the Scottish Avon, the river flows through the city, Christchurch's English heart.

 
Getting There/Around

Getting There

By Air
Christchurch International Airport (CHC)

+64 3 353 7777
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+64 3 353 7777
http://www.christchurchairport.co.nz/en/

Taxi Companies
  Corporate Cabs Maxi Taxi

Rental car offices are located in the terminal building including: 

Avis (http://www.avis.co.nz) Budget (http://www.budget.co.nz) Hertz New Zealand (http://www.
hertz.com) Maui Rentals (http://www.maui.co.nz) Thrifty (http://www.thrifty.co.nz)

By Train
Tranz Scenic (+64 4 495 0775 / http://www.tranzscenic.co.nz) is New Zealand's only passenger 
rail service. The TranzCoastal route offers service from Picton to Christchurch. The train station is 
2 km southwest of the city centre. 

By Bus
InterCity Coachlines (+64 9 913 6100 / http://www.intercitycoach.co.nz) offers frequent daily 
coach service throughout all of New Zealand. The bus stops are located at Ritchies Travel on 123 
Worcester St, outside the International Departure Terminal of the Christchurch Airport, at 
Christchurch Public Hospital, and at the Canterbury Information Centre on Worcester St. 

By Car
State Highways 1 and 74 are major motorways into Christchurch. 

Getting Around
There are several ways of getting around Christchurch including bus, shuttle, and tram. 

All local buses (+64 03 366 8855 / http://www.metroinfo.org.nz) run out of the Bus Exchange on 
Columbo and Lichfield Streets and provide service throughout all of the city and surrounding 
areas. The Red Bus Explore Christchurch Day Pass (+64 03 379 4260 / http://www.redbus.co.nz) 
is a great way to explore Christchurch at a reasonable price. Passes can be purchased at Metro 
Information in the Bus Exchange or from the bus driver. There is also a Midnight Express Service 
that operates from midnight-4a. 

Hop on the bright yellow electric shuttle that offers free service throughout the city centre. Pickup 
points are easily visible and are located at the Casino, Town Hall, Victoria Square, Cathedral 
Square and more. 

The city also has a tramway (+64 03 366 7830 / http://www.tram.co.nz) that operates from 
Cathedral Square down Worcester to Rolleston and New Regent Street and ends up back at the 
Square. Buy tickets when boarding.

 
Dining and Drinking

Bursting into culinary life in the late 1980s, Christchurch is fast developing a reputation for the 
dazzling range and sophistication of its cuisine and locally-produced wines. From the rolling hills 
of the Banks Peninsula to the vast central plains and small valleys of the north, the Canterbury 
region boasts award-winning vineyards, innovative cafes, restaurants and bars, specialty cheese 
producers, chocolate makers, and a burgeoning array of boutique breweries. 

For a city that flaunts its Englishness, the food styles are supremely far-ranging and there is 
something to enliven even the most jaded palate. Choose from Mediterranean, Italian, Indian, 
French Continental, Vegetarian and South American cuisines. With the Asian migration to this 
region there has also been an explosion of flavors and styles from the East-Thai, Chinese, 
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French Continental, Vegetarian and South American cuisines. With the Asian migration to this 
region there has also been an explosion of flavors and styles from the East-Thai, Chinese, 
Japanese, Indonesian and Korean. In the hands of the many talented chefs, these flavors and 
influences are culminating in a unique cuisine often referred to as "Pacific Rim." And as every 
chef will confirm, no visitor should leave town without tasting some the region's specialty of lean, 
tender Canterbury lamb. 

The City
Overlooking the Avon River, along Oxford Terrace, is "The Strip" - a major part of Christchurch's 
cafe and restaurant scene. By night, "The Strip" transforms as DJs and local bands pump it up in 
Christchurch's hottest nightspots.

A modest budget is no obstacle to great and innovative cuisine. There is the European-styled 
 offering award-winning Mediterranean-inspired food. Christchurch is brimming with Café Valentino

every flavor and style from around the world.

For the ultimate in choice, however, the food stalls at the Arts Centre Weekend Market are difficult 
to beat. Choose from an enormous variety of offerings--Thai, Czech and Lebanese—all very 
tempting. 

The coffee connoisseur is also well catered for, with cafes such as  which roasts Coffee Culture
their own special blends on the premises.

The Suburbs
While the heart of the culinary scene beats within the confines of the inner city, some of the best 
dining can be had in and around the suburbs. In the delightful seaport of Lyttleton, the kitschy 

 is a great place to relax over a drink while enjoying excellent views of the harbor. Five Wunderbar
minutes drive north from the city center is Merivale, an upmarket shopping district with a good 
range of cafes and bars to match.  is an award-winning coffee Brigettes Restaurant & Bar
specialist and serves a scrumptious brunch. However, if 19th-century charm is the order of the 
day then the romantic ambiance and authentic Indian cuisine of  is difficult to beat. Little India

On the Wine Trail
With its long dry hot summers, Canterbury has developed a flourishing wine industry. The heart of 
the winemaking area is here, in the Waipara Valley, where vineyards such as  which Pegasus Bay
has received international recognition for their Pinot Noir and Chardonnay varieties. Other grapes 
grown in the region include Riesling, Pinot Gris, Sauvignon Blanc and Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Further South you can visit —wineries that put Canterbury on the winemaking map back Giesen's
in the 1980s. Most of Christchurch's restaurants include a good selection of New Zealand and 
local wines.

 
Entertainment

Christchurch has long advanced from its conservative and sleepy reputation to a city with a fast 
flourishing nightlife. With a surge of revival that has swept the city's corners since the 200 
earthquake, Christchurch has plenty to keep its guests entertained. Indeed, the city boasts some 
of New Zealand's most respected theater, classical and pop music as well as some of the 
country's most successful sports teams. And, you will find the city's compactness works in your 
favor, as you check out the many bars, cafes and attractions.

Museums and Galleries

Christchurch's great heritage is on display at many of the museums that dot its compact sprawl. 
Start the exploration with the  that chronicles the city's abundant natural Canterbury Museum
wealth and historical heritage, and traces its journey from early days to a successful city. The Air 

 in Riccarton is yet another fascinating reveal, and features exhibits that include Force Museum
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 in Riccarton is yet another fascinating reveal, and features exhibits that include Force Museum
wartime artifacts, aircraft displays and other aviation-related memorabilia. The International 

 is a definite must-visit, while the  offers a heart-wrenching Antarctic Centre Quake City Museum
accounts of the devastating February 2011 earthquake, its aftermath, and life of the locals in the 
wake of the traumatic event.

Christchurch also hosts a treasure trove of stunning art galleries, from the esteemed Centre of 
 and the public , to private art Contemporary Art Christchurch Art Gallery Te Puna o Waiwhetu

galleries like the  that initially started as an initiative to support local talent after the 2011 Art Box
earthquake. Contemporary art galleries like the  and The Central, an Jonathan Smart Gallery
exhibition venue at the Christchurch Arts Centre, are also well-recognized institutions of art in the 
city.

Nightlife
Christchurch's nightlife is fast growing to compete with that of its bigger counterparts like 
Auckland and Wellington. Hip clubs like the Deja Vu Nightclub, popular watering holes like 
Riccarton's , and the foot-thumping aura of  are all testaments of the Fox & Ferret The Dirty Land
city's new and improved nocturnal scene. , located on Christchurch's iconic Victoria Street, Cruz
has been entertaining the city's LGBTQ community for more than 30 years, while the King of 

 hosts an atmospheric vibe.Snake

The boutique , the largest in New Zealand, is one of the main draws for Christchurch Casino
tourists visiting the city and provides ample opportunities for you and your money to part 
company. If you still have some left over, the area known as "The Strip" around Oxford Terrace is 
the hub of the city's nightlife. Outside of the CBD, the  in Lyttleton is a popular Wunderbar
alternative, with live bands and DJs performing into the small hours.

Nightlife is also centered around the city's downtown districts, especially around the Riccarton, 
Addington and Ferrymead neighborhoods.

Live Music and Concerts
When most major touring artists come to the South Island, Christchurch is frequently their only 
stopover. The , New Zealand's largest entertainment venue, often plays host to Horncastle Arena
pop concerts as well as sporting events. One of the first venues to open after the city's 
earthquake,  is a community favorite, and hosts free performances Thursday through Darkroom
Saturday. The , with its live music afternoons that can be enjoyed amid Astro Lounge
sophisticated environs is also a hot favorite with the city's audiophiles.

For classical performances, check out the , a heritage venue hosts numerous Isaac Theatre Royal
musical recitals and concerts, including performances by the Christchurch Symphony Orchestra.

Theater
The  is at the forefront of stage drama in the city, renowned for its productions of Court Theatre
classic as well as contemporary New Zealand plays. Other smaller theater groups are scattered 
around the city, such as the  and the . The Elmwood Players Malthouse Theatre Company Aurora 

 in Burnside High School also hosts a wide range of programs and activities during the Center
year.

Events
Sports fans are treated to regular sporting events, and the Canterbury Crusaders are the hottest 
ticket in town. Come winter, legions of fans bedecked in black and red flock to the Rugby League 

 to cheer on the Crusaders in some of the sport's toughest competitions.Park

 
Fun Facts

Christchurch

 CanterburyRegion:
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 CanterburyRegion:

 New ZealandCountry:

Christchurch by the Numbers:
Population: 389,700
Elevation: 20 meters / 70 feet
Average Annual Rainfall: 62.3 centimeters / 24.5 inches
Average January Temperature: 17°C / 63°F
Average July Temperature: 6°C / 42°F

Quick Facts
Electricity: 230 volts, 50 Hz, AC

Time Zone: UTC +12, New Zealand Standard Time (NZST); UTC +13, New Zealand Daylight 
Time (NZDT)

Country Dialing Code: +64

Area Code: 03

Did You Know
Christchurch has long been a hub for Antarctic expeditions. Not only is the Christchurch 
International Airport a major departure point for Antarctic programs, but the International Antarctic 
Centre also serves as top attraction in the city, offering any visitor to Christchurch unparalleled 
insight into icy continent!

Orientation
Christchurch is situated on the east coast of New Zealand’s South Island. It is approximately 580 
kilometers (360 miles) south of Wellington.

CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Akaroa 7:00 AM
Sat Feb 08, 2020

6:00 PM
Sat Feb 08, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS

Are you in England or New Zealand? It's hard to tell in this city crowned by a neo-Gothic stone cathedral and 
set along the grassy banks of the Avon River. Nearby: the fertile Canterbury Plains and rugged high-country 
sheep stations.

 SUN 
FEB

9
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Picton 10:00 AM
Sun Feb 09, 2020

8:00 PM
Sun Feb 09, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS
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BOOKING DETAILS

Set in the upper reaches of Queen Charlotte Sound, Picton is perfect in every way: climate, scenery, outdoor 
adventure. Gateway to the largest grape-growing and wine-producing region of New Zealand. Sample shore 
excursions: A Taste of Picton; The Wines of Marlborough; Queen Charlotte Sound Kayaking.

 
Picton, New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 10:00 AM
DEPARTS 08:00 PM

Tucked into the northeastern end of the South Island—just 29 kilometers (18 miles) north of 
Bleinheim and 109 kilometers (68 miles) east of Nelson—the petite and picturesque port town of 
Picton is your starting point for exploring the region of Marlborough. This seaside gateway with ferry 
service to the North Island connects the majestic maritime beauty known as Queen Charlotte Sound 
to the luscious wine country of Marlborough, heaven for sauvignon blanc lovers. From the gluttonous 
to the active, there’s something for everyone, be it traversing a portion of the 70-kilometer (43-mile) 
stretch of the extraordinary Queen Charlotte Track—New Zealand’s greatest coastal cycleway—on 
foot or by bike, going on a cycle winery tour or tasting the famous green-lipped mussels that are 
indigenous to Marlborough Sounds. Naturalists should dust off their binoculars and explore the 
nearby wildlife sanctuaries, or if inclined to luxury, get up close and personal to a falcon while sipping 
on a glass of wine at the Brancott Estate.

 

Don’t neglect the tiny harbor town of Picton (population 4,000) itself either, which has quaint cafés 
and shops and boasts unique aquatic-themed museums, like the Edwin Fox Maritime Museum, 
dedicated to a historic ship which has seen most of the world in its more than 150 years.

 MON 
FEB

10 Wellington, New Zealand 
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10 Wellington, New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 08:00 AM
DEPARTS 05:00 PM

 

New Zealand's cool little capital is located at the southern tip of the North Island, meaning it's 
blessed with a beautiful waterfront, fresh seafood and unpredictable weather. So famously 
tempestuous is Windy Welly that visitors quickly learn not to go outside without an umbrella and will 
spend more time than usual talking about the weather. Politics is a hot topic too, with government 
workers buzzing about the Beehive, as the distinctive Parliament building is colloquially known.

 

Wellington is also known for culture and cuisine. Learn about Maori history and Kiwiana at Te Papa, 
the national museum; go behind the scenes of the   movies made in Wellywood; and Lord of the Rings
wash down a plate of chilled bluff oysters with a crisp sauvignon blanc at a Cuba Street restaurant.

 

Gourmands are spoiled for choice with the city's many coffee microroasteries, craft breweries, 
innovative chefs and artisanal markets. Fortunately for your waistline, it’s also a terrific city for 
walking, hiking and cycling, with a compact historic core hugged by green hills and dotted with 
impossibly perched houses. They say you can't beat Wellington on a good day—but visitors will soon 
discover that even if it's wet and windy, it's always a good day to be in Wellington.

 
City Blurb

Spanning a harbor of stunning natural beauty, bush-clad hills define Wellington's boundaries. This 
cosmopolitan university city, cultural and political capital, hums with energy and offers a colorful 
nightlife, historic charm and an eventful calendar.

 
District Guide
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District Guide

Wellington's diverse and traditionally transient population, of more than 300,000, consists of an 
eclectic mix of colorful suburbanites and chic inner-city apartment dwellers. Many of the central 
and city-fringe suburbs were rejuvenated in the 1990s. This period of rejuvenation created a 
vibrancy and positive spirit that is reflected in the region. 

Courtenay Place
Courtenay Place is the center of local theatrical activity and the favored destination for those 
seeking entertainment into the small hours. Restaurants, cafes, wine bars and pubs line both 
sides of this long, wide strip. A good spread of ethnic tastes is evident in their many and varied 
menus. 

Cuba Street
For the young urban dweller, Cuba Street is one of the city's prime locations in which to see and 
be seen. Street theater and busking are common, especially during the Fringe Festival. This area 
also boasts innovative sculptures and water features that impart a colorful sense of creativity. 
Contributing further to this vibrant atmosphere is the phenomenal concentration of cafés and 
shopping boutiques on Cuba Street. There is something to suit every mood and palate.

The Golden Mile/Waterfront
For the sophisticated shopper, Wellington's so-called “Golden Mile” shopping district provides 
endless opportunities for spending. The entire length of Lambton Quay and the Willis Street area 
is home to a number of shopping malls. Some of the more popular ones include , Lambton Square

, and the tasteful . Capital on the Quay Old Bank Arcade

There are plenty of eating options here too, including the always crowded . Watch Caffe Astoria
out for the suit brigade as you pound the pavements, particularly between noon and 2p when the 
surrounding office blocks, affectionately known as Wellington's filing cabinets, empty their 
drawers for lunch.

Wellington's waterfront is one of the most accessible in the country—cycle paths and numerous 
parks span the full length of the inner-city harbor from Queen's Wharf to Oriental Parade. The 
area is a popular weekend destination for families and young people with activities and attractions 
to cater for all interests. There is also the jewel in the museum crown, the majestic Te Papa 

 that gracefully stands on the water's edge. Facing Lambton Harbor, there are Tongarewa
numerous restaurants and drinking establishments that uphold the neighborhood's unofficial 
'Golden Mile' title. There are plenty of options for dining that span cuisines, cooking techniques, 
ambiance, with the sweeping views of the marina common to all. Not far from this legion of 
restaurants and cafes is the  on Jervois Quay and the .Wellington Museum TSB Bank Arena

Civic Square
 was developed in the early 1990s and forms a natural boundary between the Cuba Civic Square

Street and Lambton Quay shopping precincts. A marvelous open area that incorporates clever 
landscaping, it is popular with the lunch time crowds in summer and is a regular venue for outdoor 
festivals and markets. Also, the square is surrounded by cultural institutions. These include the 

,  and the  that Wellington City Library City Gallery Wellington Festival and Convention Centre
incorporates the Town Hall and . The nearby waterfront is easily accessible Michael Fowler Centre
from the square via the architecturally well-designed . City to Sea Bridge

Mt Victoria & Oriental Bay
Mt Victoria's colorful Victorian villas present a picture of island elegance perched precariously on 
the edge of this bush-clad hillside. The city's hilly terrain, unfamiliar to the original surveyors, has 
resulted in some eccentric yet delightful streetscapes. Keep an eye out for footpaths that are, in 
fact, narrow-winding streets, and for private cable cars that provide access to some of the more 
remote hilltop homes. The Southern Walkway rambles through the bush to emerge at the top of 
Mt Victoria for spectacular 360-degree views of the city. At its foot, tree-lined streets frame the 
pleasant inner-city suburbs of  and . The  is located Mt Victoria Oriental Bay Government House
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pleasant inner-city suburbs of  and . The  is located Mt Victoria Oriental Bay Government House
here here, as are some of the finest restaurants that are subtly tucked away in nooks and 
crannies throughout the area. The Mount Victoria Lookout is an observation deck that offers 
stunning views of the bay as well as the cityscape. Plenty of breezy cafes and brunch restaurants 
line the street facing the bay, particularly popular with bathers that swim at the adjacent Freyberg 

. Pool

Thorndon
A quaint mix of old and new characterizes this upmarket inner-city suburb. One of the oldest 
areas of the city, it was divided by a motorway extension in the 1970s that ripped through the 
middle of the . Although the motorway has changed the landscape, the Bolton Street Cemetery
colonial charm of Thordon survives in the narrow backstreets that can be explored on foot. Ascot 

 and Sydney Street West are two streets that provide the finest examples of colonial Street
cottages but there are numerous other architectural gems to be found along the main suburban 
axis, Tinakori Road. 

Historic Thorndon is rich in architectural and cultural attractions.  Katherine Mansfield's Birthplace
can be visited on Tinakori Road and the magnificent  should not be missed. Do not Old St Paul's
confuse it with its newer and larger neighbor, . St Paul's Cathedral

Eastbourne
Just across the water from the city center lies the pleasant waterside settlement of Eastbourne—it 
is only a short crossing by ferry. Days Bay is a popular destination for families and sun seekers in 
summer. This area is also conveniently located near several excellent reserves and walking areas 
including  and the . The unrestricted views from the Butterfly Creek Pencarrow Lighthouse
lighthouse across Wellington City and the harbor entrance are truly magnificent. 

As home to the New Zealand government, Wellington offers a delightful mix of tradition and 
modernity. Visitors will enjoy discovering its treasures.

 
Historical Background

According to Maori legend, Wellington was first discovered in the 10th century by the great 
Polynesian explorer Kupe and he named the area Te Whanganui a Tara—the Great Harbour of 
Tara—after his son. To this day the spectacular natural harbor surrounded by steep hills is said to 
be one of the most beautiful in the world. By the time the explorer Captain Cook visited in 1773 
the harbor was lined with Maori settlements. However, both Cook and Abel Tasman, a previous 
visitor who stopped by in 1642, were driven back by the fierce winds. These winds have earned 
the city its undeserved reputation as “windy Wellington”. Although the Maori settlements were 
eventually displaced there are still a number of significant sights throughout Wellington that 
remind us of the early days. One is a popular viewing point on  that was once an Mt Victoria
ancient Maori burial ground. 

The area was given the British name of Wellington after organised settlement was established. It 
was not until 1840 following settlement by British pioneers from the New Zealand Company that 
the city was named, in honour of the “Iron Duke” who lent his support to the company, by Sir 
William Wakefield. He, along with the other founding fathers of the city, now lies at rest in the 

. These early pioneers led the first wave of settlers. It is said that Bolton Street Cemetery
Wakefield's deals with the Maori communities in the area included buying Wellington for 100 
muskets, 100 blankets, 60 red nightcaps, a dozen umbrellas and other sundry goods. 

Wakefield and his followers originally established a base at Petone, however, flooding from the 
Hutt River forced them to relocate at Lambton Harbour, a drier location and the present focal 

point of the city. 
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point of the city. 

Lack of space soon led to a decision by the spirited settlers to reclaim the harbor. This decision 
coincided with the earthquake of 1845, which conveniently raised the foreshore by four feet. It 
was then that the reclamation got underway in earnest. By the turn of the 20th century the original 
shoreline was totally replaced by wharves and warehouses. It seems hard to envisage, but most 
of the commercial heart of Wellington was originally sea, and where the Town Hall and Wellington 

 now stand, ships once berthed. Railway Station

As the shipping industry modernized, it no longer needed many of the waterfront buildings and 
over recent years some of the best have been redeveloped for public use. One of these historic 
icons, the Bond Store, is now home to one of Wellington's newest museums, the Museum of 

. This building was originally an 1892 storehouse for a variety of goods from Wellington City & Sea
corsets to whisky. 

In spite of natural hazards like earthquakes, fires and the ever-present gale force winds, the 
fledgling colony of the mid-1800s quickly became a thriving import and export center and in 1865 
superseded Auckland as the capital. The original powerhouse of the nation, the Old Government 

 were built in the 1870s and are the largest wooden structure in the Southern Buildings
Hemisphere. Across the road stands the  built in 1922. Its square marble Parliament Buildings
angles contrast dramatically with the rounded contours of the Beehive, the capital's distinctive 
circular Cabinet offices, built in the late 1970s. 

Another of Wellington's unique historical attractions, the , was built between 1899 and Cable Car
1902 and underwent a major upgrade in 1978. Accessed from Cable Car Lane, off Lambton 
Quay, it climbs steeply to the inner-city suburb of Kelburn. This journey offers stunning views over 
the city and harbour. 

In spite of a massive reconstruction of the city in the 1980s that saw the demolition of numerous 
older earthquake-risk buildings, Wellington still has many old buildings. These provide an insight 
into the city's settler history. Some of the churches that have survived include Old St Paul's 

 in Thorndon and . Church St Mary of the Angels

Also providing a precious glimpse of the past and an insight into the lives of the early settlers are 
the number of accessible sites such as the  in Nairn Street, the delightful Colonial Cottage Ascot 

 in Thorndon and the birthplace of renowned New Zealand writer . Street Katherine Mansfield

As well as historic buildings Wellington contains many sites, gardens and walks that have 
survived from the early days. Amongst these are the  and the famous  Botanic Gardens Red Rocks
home to a colony of seals. Red Rocks is a rugged stretch of coastline, which according to Maori 
legend is stained by the blood from warrior Kupe's cut hand. 

Wellington continues to grow both in cultural diversity and in the number of the attractions on 
offer. Recent initiatives such as the building of the new national museum of New Zealand, Te 

, and the WestpacTrust Stadium draw more and more visitors each year. Papa Tongarewa
Despite its growth, however, the city retains the natural charm and beauty that originally attracted 
the early settlers in their droves.

 
Getting There/Around

Getting There

By Air

Wellington International Airport (WLG)
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Wellington International Airport (WLG)
+64 4 385 5100
https://www.wellingtonairport.co.nz/

Taxi Companies
Taxis are located outside the ground floor entrance of the terminal. Average fare to Wellington's 
city centre is around NZUSD20. Taxi companies include:  (+64 4 388 Wellington City Cabs Ltd
8000)  (+64 4 384 4444) Wellington Combined Taxis Ltd

Rental Car Companies
Avis (+64 4 802 1088 / http://www.avis.com) Budget (+64 4 388 0987 / http://www.budget.co.nz) 
Hertz (+64 4 388 7070 / http://www.hertz.com) Thrifty Car Rentals (+64 4 388 7070 / http://www.
thrifty.com) 

By Train
There is a wide range of Tranz Scenic Rail Routes from all major New Zealand cities. Wellington 
Railway Station is a two-minute walk from Downtown. Discounts and Best of New Zealand 
Passes are available. 

By Bus
InterCity Coachlines (+64 9 913 6100 / http://www.intercitycoach.co.nz) offers frequent daily 
coach service throughout all of New Zealand. The Wellington bus stops are located at the Railway 
Station on Platform 9, Wellington Airport, and at Cambridge Terrace in the City. By Car
All main roads throughout the North Island lead to Wellington. 

By Ferry
Wellington is the departure and arrival point for ferries between the North and South Island. The 
InterIsland Line and Bluebridge Cook Strait Ferry cross the Cook Strait up to nine times daily. 

Getting Around
The public transport system (0800 801 700 / http://busandtrainnetwork.gw.govt.nz) is easy and 
convenient with regular buses, ferries and trains running throughout the city and surrounding 
areas. Discounts and daily bus and train passes are available. 

The Wellington Cable Car (+64 4 472 2199 / https://www.wellingtoncablecar.co.nz/English/home.
html) is a unique way to get around the city and to the top of the Botanic Garden. Cars depart 
every 10 minutes M-F 7a-10p, Sa 8:30a-10p, Su 9a-10p. The Cable Car is one of Wellington's 
oldest and most popular tourist attractions.

 
Dining and Drinking

Wellington is a small capital city by international standards but you would not necessarily guess 
given the outstanding choice of bars and restaurants that are squeezed into the downtown area. 
A vibrant assortment of ethnic and European cuisine and the local fusion fare, "Pacific Rim," cater 
to every taste and wallet size. 

Courtenay Place
Courtenay Place is one of several distinct restaurant quarters in the city and is renowned for its 
lively nightlife. Restaurants, bars, theaters, cinemas and street musicians vie for attention day and 
night. For a superb meal treat yourself at contemporary favorite , which attracts a Cafe Bastille
lively crowd who love fine food with a kiwi twist. For those who like a quirky, low light, lounge bar 

feel visit Castro's on Majoribanks Street. It is famous for its cocktails and original food. For a 
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feel visit Castro's on Majoribanks Street. It is famous for its cocktails and original food. For a 
world-class menu with Pacific Rim and French provincial influences  at  Icon Te Papa Tongarewa
has a wonderful balcony and fine sea views is unsurpassed.

If you are looking for value for money then head to the multiple Courtenay Place Turkish, Thai, 
Malaysian, Mexican, Indian or Chinese restaurants. Enjoy yum cha at King Wah located on the 
restaurant-lined Allen Street. Both ensure culinary pleasure that will not break the bank. Little India
on Blair Street comes highly recommended by Wellington's own galloping gourmand Des Britten. 
For gourmet pizza the popular  is recommended—wash down a Thai Chili Chicken One Red Dog
pizza with a naturally brewed beer before a show or movie. 

For drinking, dancing and playing pool try The Grand or the Big Easy for late night drinking and a 
techno beat. 

Cuba Street
The  area is another treasure chest of eateries and the center of Wellington's Cuba Street
alternative scene. For a taste of the variety the city has to offer in clothes, art, music and food 
stroll up Cuba Street and back down again. On the way, those seeking impeccable coffee and 
inexpensive snacks will be drawn to the popular Krazy Lounge. With its funky decor, crazy 
sculpture's, half moon-shaped booths and music, it attracts those who like fast, friendly, 
reasonably priced all-day dining. The popular , one of Wellington's leading Logan Brown
restaurants, is the haunt for lovers and bankers. Located in a 1920s banking chamber it offers 
fine dining in elegant surroundings. 

The Waterfront
Yes, Wellington is hip, it is cultured, and it is lively, but it is also a city that is dedicated to, and 
surrounded by, the sea. Reflecting this love for the water, many of the city's restaurants specialize 
in fresh local seafood. The best place to find a taste of the ocean is the waterfront. Located here 
is  a stylish up-market seafood restaurant in a painstakingly restored wharf woolshed built Shed 5
in 1888. There is a formal dining section excellent for a business lunch or dinner, a more casual 
café, bar and alfresco seating. Next door is the popular  that Dockside Restaurant and Bar
provides quality seafood in a converted wooden warehouse. This spot is always crowded on 
Friday nights with after-work drinkers and throughout lunch hours particularly when the sun 
shines. 

Central Business District
The central business district, with Lambton Quay and Willis Street at its heart, is popular with 
business people and locals. The area is not renowned for its nightlife but there is a range of 
quality restaurants that are especially suited to a corporate lunch or quiet dinner for two. Try 

 on Featherston Street which serves Spanish/New Zealand cuisine in classic white Copita
tablecloth surroundings or the famous  which mixes top of the line wine and Boulcott Street Bistro
food with an historic and relaxed ambience. For quality daytime eating in this area, you cannot 
pass up the . It is attached to the  in the heart of , one Nikau Gallery Cafe City Gallery Civic Square
of Wellington's favorite places to relax on a fine afternoon. Alternatively there is , or Caffe Astoria

 or The CD Store Café, or  or… The list could go Revive Sandwich & Espresso Bar Wholly Bagels
on and on. 

And that is why Wellington has become something of a haven for those who love to eat and drink 
well, or even just linger with friends over coffee. Some say Wellington has more restaurants, 
cafes and bars per capita then the sprawling metropolis of New York. It is certainly your duty, as a 
visitor, to meet the drinking and dining challenge that is Wellington City. It will allow you to 
experience, as nothing else can, some of the diversity that makes Wellington tick.

 
Entertainment
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Wellington has long been considered the cultural center of New Zealand, being the home of most 
major musical, dance and performing arts schools, museums, theaters and the national Museum 
of New Zealand  (Our Place). All of these entertainment options are located Te Papa Tongarewa
in a small picturesque city on one of the world's most beautiful harbors. 

Theaters
The prime theater in Wellington is the , which was renovated for over NZD28 Saint James Theatre
million in 1997. This beautiful state of the art theater hosts the  and Royal New Zealand Ballet
many productions on the program of the highly successful biennial New Zealand Festival. The 
more specialized playhouse, the , is renowned for performances featuring the best Circa Theatre
of local and overseas dramatic talent. The "grand old lady" of Wellington drama, the Opera House
, is host to a variety of musicals and plays.  is the home of avant-garde productions Bats Theatre
and the Gryphon Theatre covers a wide spectrum of theatrical experiences. 

The  plays host to a variety of international acts as well.Michael Fowler Centre

In this theater-filled city it is no surprise to find specialized children's theaters including the 
 at Capital E.McKenzie Theatre

Performing Arts and Music
Classical music is well-served in Wellington, as it is home to the New Zealand Symphony 
Orchestra, the Wellington Youth Orchestra, , the Wellington Wellington Chamber Music Society
Sinfonia and various other string orchestras.

Venues for local popular and rock music groups also abound with  and San Fran being well Meow
worth a visit. Top international acts can be seen at many sites including the  and TSB Bank Arena
occasionally at the Wellington Regional Stadium. The  New Zealand School of Dance and Drama
perform various concerts throughout the year as well. 

Museums
The showpiece of the city is the new national Museum of New Zealand, the NZD300 million Te 

 (Our Place). With technological interactive displays, virtual reality rides, and the Papa Tongarewa
unique national art collection, this facility is a must-see. A close second for Wellington's arts 
attractions is the , one of the most proactive and evocative fine arts museums in New City Gallery
Zealand. Other interesting exhibitions can be found at the birthplace of , the Katherine Mansfield

 and the . If you have time, travel 50 minutes north of the Wellington Museum Dowse Art Museum
city to the incredible  that hosts some of the rarest vintage cars in the Southwards Car Museum
world.

Cinema
The last of the palatial picture theaters, the  (1924) has been refurbished by a trust Embassy
including the Wellington City Council and Lord of the Rings director and local resident Peter 
Jackson. The Embassy hosts the annual New Zealand International Film Festival. For Hollywood 
staples and mainstream flicks, head to the Art Deco-style Roxy Cinema in Miramar. Alternative 
and art house movies are shown at the  and Light House Cuba. Local historic films can Penthouse
be viewed at the unique  playing old and cherished international films.Time Cinema

Nightlife

Wellington's streets are always armed with a litany of bars that encourage you to paint the town 
red, and the most popular ones include the likes of , Tory Street and Courtenay Cuba Street
Place.  is also a great spot to enjoy drinks and unwind with views of the Wellington's Waterfront
harbor, a luxury that can be experienced as bars such as St John's Bar and . The Library Foxglove
is another swish bar that offers cocktails and whiskeys in a book-surrounded setting, while the 
Malt House is a haven for beer lovers.

Fun Facts
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  Fun Facts

Wellington

 WellingtonRegion:

 New ZealandCountry:

Wellington by the Numbers:
Population: 405,000 (city); 409,200 (metropolitan)
Elevation: 0 meters – 495 meters / 0 feet – 1,624 feet
Average Annual Rainfall: 124 centimeters / 49 inches
Average January Temperature: 17°C / 63°F
Average July Temperature: 9°C / 48°F

Quick Facts
Electricity: 230 volts, 50 Hz, AC

Time Zone: UTC +12, New Zealand Standard Time (NZST); UTC +13, New Zealand Daylight 
Time (NZDT)

Country Dialing Code: +64

Area Code: 04

Did You Know
Wellington is the southernmost capital city of a sovereign state in the world.

Wellington is a coastal city, and nearly all of its residents live within three kilometers (1.9 miles) 
from the seaside.

Orientation
Wellington is the capital of New Zealand. It is situated on the southern tip of the North Island, 
approximately 650 kilometers (404 miles) south of Auckland.

CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Wellington 8:00 AM
Mon Feb 10, 2020

5:00 PM
Mon Feb 10, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS

New Zealand's friendly capital city features gaily painted old wooden houses and a red cable car that takes 
you up to the Wellington Botanic Gardens and a fine view of the harbor. A must-see is the engaging Te Papa 
Museum. Sample shore excursions: The Best of Wellington's Pubs; Boomrock Escape; Lord of the Rings - 
on Location.

 TUE 
Napier, New Zealand 
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FEB

11
Napier, New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 07:00 AM
DEPARTS 02:00 PM

The Southern Hemisphere's answer to Miami Beach—at least when it comes to Art Deco 
architecture—Napier has a perfect mix of natural and manmade beauty. The historic district, which 
was mostly constructed in the 1930s after a massive earthquake and subsequent fires destroyed the 
city in 1931, was named a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2007. As a delicious bonus, there's a 
thriving food and wine scene, too. Surrounded by the rolling vineyards of the Hawke's Bay wine 
region and edged by pristine waters, Napier has attracted a host of culinary innovators that has put it 
on the foodie map over the past two decades. Nature lovers, too, are drawn by this North Island city's 
scenic splendor and abundant wildlife. Down the coast, colonies of Australasian gannets thrive at 
Cape Kidnappers. Within the city, Norfolk Island pines line the seafront Marine Parade, a half dozen 
parks and gardens bloom from September to March (spring and summer Down Under), there are 
forested hiking trails and active pursuits range from cycling to golf. It's easy to enjoy yourself while 
soaking up Hawke's Bay's spectacular landscape.

CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Napier 7:00 AM
Tue Feb 11, 2020

2:00 PM
Tue Feb 11, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS

A city of vision, rebuilt in the striking, clean style of art deco after a devastating earthquake in 1931 and 
reinvented as a center for gourmet food and wines. Sample shore excursions: Napier Art Deco Highlights; 
Cape Kidnappers Gannet Safari; Hawke's Bay Wineries; A Taste of New Zealand:: Epicurean Experience at 
Sileni Estates.
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 WED 
FEB

12
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Tauranga (Rotorua), New Zealand 8:00 AM
Wed Feb 12, 2020

7:00 PM
Wed Feb 12, 2020

BOOKING DETAILS

Site of fierce Maori wars, Tauranga today is a peaceful city in the heart of kiwifruit-growing country. Farther 
afield: Rotorua, with its spouting geysers and bubbling mud pools, the Waitomo Glow Worm Caves and 
nocturnal kiwi houses. Sample shore excursions: Fascinating Rotorua; Longridge Park & Jetboat Ride; Maori 
Marae Visit.

 
Tauranga (Rotorua), New Zealand 

 

ARRIVES 08:00 AM
DEPARTS 07:00 PM

The curved shoreline of the Bay of Plenty—known in Maori as Te Moana-a-Toi—is home to 
incredible surfing, white-sand beaches and New Zealand's only active marine volcano. Tauranga, 
with 130,000 residents, is the largest city on the Bay of Plenty and fifth largest in New Zealand. The 
city offers visitors a number of water-focused activities, like sailing and kayaking, as well as drier 
alternatives such as shopping and people-watching at a café in the Historic Village.

 

Tauranga is also a great jumping-off point for exploring nearby beaches and Te Puke, the kiwifruit 
capital of the world, as well as a wealth of Maori cultural sites. The world-famous geothermal 
wonderland of Rotorua, nicknamed Sulfur City, has been a major Polynesian spa resort town since 
visitors first arrived in the late 1800s. In Maori,   means lake and  means two, but Rotorua roto rua 
actually comprises 18 lakes—plus an incredible redwood forest.
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For the best views, take the gondola up to Skyline Rotorua, a recreation complex atop Mount 
Ngongotaha. Other day trips you should consider are a boat ride through 
the incomparable glowworm caves of Waitomo or an unforgettable tour of the Hobbiton Movie Set in 
Matamata—a must for all Tolkien fans.

 THU 
FEB

13
CRUISE STOP

PORT ARRIVE DEPART

 Auckland 2:00 PM
Thu Feb 13, 2020

6:00 AM
Fri Feb 14, 2020

 
AFAR City Guide - Auckland, New Zealand

OVERVIEW OF AUCKLAND

Long known as the City of Sails, Auckland is the gateway to 100 percent pure New Zealand. A 
sparkling, fresh, and vibrant South Pacific city, Auckland offers much to those seeking natural 
beauty and urban adventure. The diverse population and proud Maori heritage have created a 
unique culture with distinct suburbs and precincts. There’s so much to explore—from the 
suburban markets to the vineyards of the Hauraki Gulf—that a few days may not be enough.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

WHERE TO SHOP IN AUCKLAND

A BOOKSTORE THAT BRINGS US TOGETHER

Unity is what all bookstores should be: a good collection of 
global newspapers by the door, a room stacked to the gills with 
curated books and magazines, and an extremely well-read 
staff. Three people is a crowd here; 30 is a very civilized riot. —
Nat Cheshire 19 High St., 64/(0) 9-307-0731. This appeared in 
the March/April 2013 issue. Read more about Nat Cheshire's 
Britomart neighborhood of Auckland.

BETTER THAN A PLASTIC TIKI

Hmmm, what to buy when you want a New Zealand souvenir 

https://www.afar.com/travel-guides/new-zealand/auckland/guide
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Hmmm, what to buy when you want a New Zealand souvenir 
that's not a tacky plastic tiki or kiwi-shaped ashtray? That’s 
when you head to Pauanesia (pron. Pah-wah-nesia). Named 
after the Maori word for abalone, this High St. Auckland store 
has unique and interesting gifts. From authentic pounamu 
(greenstone) pendants that you traditionally gift to friends 
(never buy one for yourself) through to tea towels with 1970s 
motifs on them, you can be sure no one else will have what you’
ve brought when you get back home.

BAG SOME POLYNESIAN GOODNESS

Saturday morning and this is the place to be to get a true slice 
of the Pacific. The Otara Flea Markets have rows and rows of 
fresh fruit, clothing, bric-a-brac and of course food, but it's the 
Polynesian colour and music that makes it so special. Far from 
the traditional shop fronts of Queen Street, this is where 
commerce meets culture and you can pick up a mighty decent 
bag of apples for $1.50.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

PONSONBY'S GOLDEN MILE

FOR THE SENATE AND PEOPLE OF...

"Institution" doesn’t begin to describe this eatery, where patrons 
are followed by TV cameras, the staff giggle and scream with 
laughter, the passers-by pretend not to see who’s eating there 
and the wine just keeps on flowing. SPQR (named after the 
Latin phrase “Senātus Populusque Rōmānus” that used to be 
carried at the head of Caesar’s banners) is one of the longest-
lasting restaurants on Auckland’s Ponsonby Road strip, 
surviving the fickleness of diners and the attraction of the new. 
Its food and wine list has diehard fans, and if you’re lucky 
enough to score a table outside on the weekend it’s worth its 
weight in Taittinger.

PONSONBY'S MELTING POT

Eight restaurants, 6 produce sellers, 5 retail stores, and 1 cooking school. When Ponsonby 
Central was first mooted no one really knew how successful it would become, a de facto melting 
pot and one place where everyone can agree on for a bite before "going out." Take your choice of 
restaurant—some are busier than others—and then make the most of the chirpy, snappy service 
and the people-watching that seems to fall into your lap.

https://www.afar.com/travel-tips/where-to-shop-in-auckland
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CHOW DOWN

New, different, and with a whole lot of attitude ("How was it for 
Moo?"), Moo Chow Chow mashes Bangkok with Auckland. The 
crispy soft shell crab is what everyone raves about, and IMHO 
is the best thing on the bar food list. Drinks carry through that 
Thai spirit—White Lady Boy, anyone?—and the private dining 
area upstairs "Ms Moos" wouldn't be amiss on the streets of the 
Bangkok. Photo: thedenizen.co.nz

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

MORE IDEAS FROM AFAR

BRAVE NEW WORLD

World is probably the most eclectic shop in Auckland, a 
"Factory of Ideas and Experiments" specializing in women, 
men, and beauty. Last time I was in one of the stores I spied 
everything from Fornasetti candles to stuffed animals to 
mustard-colored trousers. The staff are just as diverse and 
interesting—always ready to share a story about the item that's 
just caught your eye—and you get the feeling they have a 
genuine love for everything in the store. World is best described 
as "different," and if you're looking for something to take home, 
something found nowhere else in Auckland, you've come to the 
right place. Photo: flickr.

A BOOKSTORE THAT BRINGS US TOGETHER

Unity is what all bookstores should be: a good collection of global newspapers by the door, a 
room stacked to the gills with curated books and magazines, and an extremely well-read staff. 
Three people is a crowd here; 30 is a very civilized riot. —Nat Cheshire 19 High St., 64/(0) 9-307-
0731. This appeared in the March/April 2013 issue. Read more about Nat Cheshire's Britomart 
neighborhood of Auckland.

https://www.afar.com/travel-tips/ponsonbys-golden-mile
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DESIGNING NZ

Karen Walker started off as a local clothes designer, and is now 
recognised as a bona fide fashion icon. With three stores in 
Britomart, Grey Lynn and Newmarket, her eponymous label has 
branched out to include eyewear, footwear, gold and silver 
jewellery and even diamonds. International cred has also come 
her way - in Phaidon’s ‘Sample’ she's listed amongst the most 
significant fashion designers working today, and she also 
appears in Taschen’s ‘Fashion Now 2’. Her flagship store is this 
one in Britomart looking out onto a courtyard that oozes design.

SEE MORE ON AFAR.COM

PLAN YOUR TRIP WITH AFAR

Save content from across AFAR.
Organize what you need into a trip plan.

Access it anywhere.

PLAN MY TRIP

https://www.afar.com/travel-guides/new-zealand/auckland/guide?=&force_search=true
https://www.afar.com/saveplango

